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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Harp Concert

Prelude Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring

Greeting

*Call To Worship

Leader: Let the heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice!
The grace of God has come to save us.

People: For the sake of our salvation, Jesus the Christ came
to live among us.

Leader: Let all the people sing for joy and give thanks.
Tell the world what God has done in our midst.

People: God has called and chosen us to hear receive
this Good News.

Leader: We have come to honor God and see for ourselves
what God has done.

People: Glory to God in the highest.
And peace on earth to all who please God!

*Carol Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

1. Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joytul, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come,
offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail the incarnate Deity,
pleased in flesh with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
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3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,

risen with healing in his wings,

mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

*Invocation

Children’s Message and Lighting of the Advent Candle

Reading Matthew 1:18-23 Paul Gorden
Song O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Julia Jamieson
Reading Luke 2:1-7 Diana Ritter
Song O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1, 4) No. 144

1. O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in;
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our God, Emmanuel.

Reading Luke 2:8-14 Paul Gorden

Song It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (vs. 1, 4) No. 153

1. It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,



from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, good will to all,
from heaven's all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

4. For lo, the days are hastening on,
by prophet seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold;
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,
and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.

Reading Luke 2:15-20 Diana Ritter
Song Angels, From the Realms of Glory (vs. 1, 2) No. 149

1. Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
you who sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant light:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

Reading John 1:1-5, 10-14 Paul Gorden
Song Angels We Have Heard on High Julia Jamieson
Meditation on the Meaning of Christmas

Invitation to Communion

Words of Institution

PrayerDavid Wagner

Partaking of the Elements

Communion Music What Child Is This No. 162

1. What Child is this who, laid to rest,
on Mary's lap is sleeping?



Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the Babe, the Son of Mary.

2. Why lies he in such mean estate,
where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.

This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
haste, haste to bring him laud,
the Babe, the Son of Mary.

3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
come, rich and poor, to own him,
the King of kings salvation brings,
let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King,
whom shepherds guard and angels sing;:
haste, haste to bring him laud,

the Babe, the Son of Mary.
Service of Candlelighting
Litany
Carol Silent Night, Holy Night

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light,
with the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King;
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ the Savior, is born.

No. 145



Benediction
Closing Carol Joy to the World

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove,
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Postlude Pealing of Christmas Bells

No. 143



